
Icebreakers

Icebreakers & Check-In Questions

Check-In Questions

If tutees feel comfortable in their tutoring group, they are likely to experience more academic success. Think of it in their shoes--if
they feel welcome to be themselves, and if they trust you as a tutor, they are more likely to ask the tricky questions that can lead to
those lightbulb moments. When your group feels comfortable with each other, they are more likely to build community in their
course, and they are more likely to feel like they can "get their hands dirty" and do the work of active learning together.

Why do these activities?

Uncommon Commonalities
Have your group come up with as many things that they
have in common as they can. If you have a larger group, you
can always split them in two and make it a competition
between the two groups to come up with the most things.

Two Truths & A Lie
Each group member comes up with two true facts about
themselves, and a lie intended to throw the others off. The
other group members guess which isn't true.

Roses, buds, and thorns
Each group member can share the best thing that has
happened to them in the last week (Rose), something they
are looking forward to or are excited about (Bud), and
something negative that happened to them in the past week
(Thorn).

Who's it?
On scratch paper, each group member writes down
something about themselves that they think nobody else will
know (Can also be sent in a private message to the group
leader). The leader reads the slips of paper and invites the
group to guess who it is.

Hat Chat
Each group member writes down something that they are
struggling with on a slip of paper and mix up all of the slips
(i.e. put them in a hat). Draw one randomly and use it to
facilitate a discussion about this topic. This can be adapted
by asking group members to private message the leader
their item or using an anonymous form.

What's one of the most surprising things about you?

What's your guilty pleasure TV show?

If you could travel anywhere, where would it be?

What is the best thing anyone has ever done for you?

If you could have a different color hair, what color

would you pick?

What talent would you really like to have?

What color best describes you?

If you could be any wall, what wall would you be?

If you could be a kitchen appliance, what would you be?

If you had 5 different liquids that could come out of

each finger, what would they be?

What show are you currently watching? What's your

all-time favorite show?

What was your "fifteen seconds of fame" moment?

What's your dream car?

What's a song you have completely memorized?

What's your favorite way to start a day?

What mystery do you wish you knew the answer to?

What were you doing last year at this time?

What's the most interesting place you've been?

What fad do you hope comes back?

What age do you wish you could permanently be?


